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JESUS HEALS 10 LEPERS
LU KE  1 7:1 1–1 9

To show children what it means to glorify God: to truly appreciate what He’s done for 

them; to adore and worship Him with the right understanding of who He is; and to be 

subject to Him, wholly devoted to His service and to His will by doing the things He tells 

them to do. The 10 lepers all appreciated Jesus at one level: they were pleased to be healed 

and physically transformed; but only one of them returned to worship and adore Him and 

to show Him the gratefulness fit for the Messiah. It was to this man that Jesus said, “Rise and 

go your way; your faith has made you well.” This man was not only transformed physically 

but also spiritually, with eternal benefit. 

GOAL w

Jesus: Jesus is God in the form of man, and it is in His name alone that the leper can be 

healed. He has the authority to restore not only the body but also the sick soul. Jesus 

understands the desperation of those who are truly sick, He is gracious and merciful and 

always willing to forgive those who acknowledge their need for Him. 

The 10 Lepers: These people are plagued with a debilitating, infectious, and terrifying 

disease. They are unclean, untouchable, and despised outcasts of their communities. Jesus 

heals all 10 of their physical maladies. Only one returns to thank and worship Him. 

CHARACTERS w

Leprosy: A serious disease affecting the skin and causing nerve damage, scales, sores and 

swelling. The disease rots the body, starting with the skin and working its way inward, 

until the entire body is eaten by the disease. In biblical times, lepers weren’t allowed to 

live in communities with other people because the disease was so contagious. They had 

to live outside the cities and villages in separate colonies. A leper’s existence was a lonely, 

humiliating, and painful one.

wWORDS TO 

KNOW
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Luke 17:15-16: Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 

God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was 

a Samaritan.

Psalm 34:3: Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together!

MEMORY

VERSES

w

Read Luke 17: 11-19: Jesus was making a slow journey back to Jerusalem, stopping in villages 

along the way to teach, perform miracles, heal, and preach repentance and forgiveness. 

On this day he decided to stop in a village somewhere between Samaria and Galilee; when 

He did, He was approached by 10 lepers crying out to Him for mercy. Jesus showed them 

compassion by responding to their plea and healing them. But before He healed them, He 

commanded them to go show themselves to a priest. It was a strange request, but they did 

what He told them to do. As they made their way to the priest, they were healed! Still, only 

one restored leper returned to give thanks and to worship his Savior. 

OVERVIEW w

One leper returned to praise and worship Jesus. In what ways did he glorify God  

in thankfulness?

1. He showed appreciation: The one leper was grateful and took action to show his 

gratefulness by returning to the Healer. 

2. He adored and worshiped Jesus: The one leper’s response in worship was to audibly praise 

Him and to fall at His feet in worship. 

3. He obeyed: The other nine lepers obeyed the command of Jesus by going to the priests. 

But the tenth leper showed himself to Jesus, the Great High Priest, where he obtained mercy 

and found grace. His entire life was transformed forever. 

SUGGESTIONS w
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Basket of Praise | Supplies: a small/medium basket, thank you notes or sheets of card stock 

cut and folded into cards, markers 

 

Hand a card or two to each student and tell them to write what they are most thankful 

to God for as if they are mailing this thank you note to Him.  (Explain that when everyone 

is done, you're going to read the cards aloud, so that nobody's privacy feels violated later.) 

The students can decorate the cards or not, as they wish. When finished, pass the basket 

around and collect the cards; then stand at the front of the room and reach each card aloud 

anonymously. After each one, encourage the students to clap and cheer enthusiastically. 

After all the cards have been read, lead the students in prayer thanking God for these 

wonderful blessings. 

POST-LESSON

ACTIVITY

w

Luke 17: 15-16: The tenth leper was grateful and knew Jesus was the true source of his healing. 

He also knew that Jesus deserved praise, so he returned to give the proper response of 

thanksgiving and worship. 

Psalm 34: 3: Remind yourself daily of who God is, and promote those characteristics as more 

important than anything else.   

MEMORY

VERSES

MEANING

w

Fruit Surgery | Supplies: bananas, instruments to cut bananas (appropriate to your age 

group) needles and thread, tape, yarn, ribbon or anything that can be used to bind a broken 

banana together

Separate the class into teams. Have each team cut their banana into three equal parts—but 

don’t let them know what they will be doing with it next. Now have each team try to bind 

the banana back together the way it was when they started. The most effective “surgery” on 

the banana wins.

PRE-LESSON

ACTIVIT Y

w
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Based upon what we learned from the grateful leper, in what ways can we show glory to 

God in thankfulness? Let the students come up with ideas. 

1. How can we show appreciation? Give thanks and count blessings. 

2. How can we adore and worship Jesus? Sing songs of praise and worship, review 

characteristics of God that make Him unlike anyone else (holiness, truth, justice, goodness, 

mercy, power, knowledge, wisdom, sovereignty, etc.)

3. How can we obey Jesus? Jesus teaches that the greatest commands of all are to “love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 

and first commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” Discuss ways we can love 

Jesus and love others. 

Dear Lord Jesus, thank You that You have the power to heal and the power to save. Thank 

You for dying for our sins, forgiving us, and promising to completely transform each person 

who places their trust in you. We love You and adore You, Amen. 

TAKE

HOME

w

CLOSING

PRAYER
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q1a: Who met Jesus in the small village?

A1: Ten lepers met Jesus in the small village. 

Q1b: Your friend stayed home from school with the flu. 

Should you go over to visit?

TN: Probably not, the flu is very contagious. Leprosy is very contagious, which is why people 

afflicted with this disease were made to live outside of cities and towns. Jesus was not afraid 

to come into contact with these people because He had the power to heal, meaning the 

disease would have no effect on Him. 

Q2a: What did Jesus command the lepers to do?

A2: Jesus told them to show themselves to the priest.

Q2b: When you’re sick, have you ever had to go back to 

the doctor to see if you were healing properly?

TN: To make sure that doctors’ prescribed treatments are working properly, they often ask 

to see us awhile after our original visit to see if we’re getting better. This will help them to 

figure out if the treatment is working or if they need to do something else. In this case, Jesus 

had healed the people suffering from leprosy, and He asked them to go back to the priest 

who had diagnosed them with leprosy. There was no cure for leprosy, so when all of these 

people showed up without leprosy, the priest would be a witness to Jesus’ power to heal. 

SLIDE 1

QUESTION & ANSWERQUESTION & ANSWER

SLIDE 2
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q3a: What happened to the people who had leprosy?

A3: Limbs grew back, skin was made completely smooth, 

and vision was restored. 

Q3b: It’s your birthday, and it’s finally time to open the pile 

of presents. Do you bother reading any of the cards, or do 

you just start tearing into the gifts?

TN: If we don’t read the cards, we won’t know who gave us all of these wonderful presents. 

In order for us to be truly grateful for the things we receive we must recognize who gave 

them to us. Nine formerly leprous people were healed and they ran off to the temple and 

didn’t even stop to thank Jesus for what He had done for them. One healed man stayed 

behind to show his gratitude. God blesses us all the time, and we should be grateful for 

every single thing He gives us.

Q4a: How did this one grateful man worship Jesus?

A4: He worshiped Jesus as God.

Q4b: You help your friend do his homework and study for 

a test. He doesn’t say thank you, even after getting an A 

on the test. How does that make you feel?

TN: That isn’t going to make us feel great, and it’s not going to make us want to help this 

friend again in the future. When God blesses us, we should be thankful, like the one leper 

who returned to worship Jesus for what He had done for him. Fortunately for us, forgetting to 

thank God for His blessings won’t stop Him from blessing us in the future; but it is important 

that we try to remember to express our gratitude for everything God gives us. When we 

forget to thank God, we aren’t giving credit to God for the blessing. We did not earn them, 

we are blessed because of God’s grace and love. 

SLIDE 3

SLIDE 4



© 2016 Sharefaith Inc. All Rights Reserved. Duplications and 
Distribution of this resources without prior permission from 
Sharefaith Inc, is strictly prohibited. 7

QUESTION & ANSWER

Q5a: What did Jesus say to the grateful man?

A5: Jesus told him that his faith had made him well. 

Q5b: How was Jesus’ healing for this one grateful man 

more complete than the healing he performed for the 

others?

TN: By ridding their bodies of leprosy, Jesus made it possible for them to live a long, healthy 

lives, but without forgiveness, when their lives on earth were over, that would be it for them; 

there would be no eternal life. Jesus not only made the grateful man physically healthy, He 

made him spiritually healthy. Because this one man recognized Jesus’ power and worshiped 

Him, he was forgiven of his sins; he was healed of everything that plagued his life, including 

sin. This man was healed for all eternity.

QUESTION & ANSWER

SLIDE 5
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MEMORY

VERSES

w

BIG IDEA w

CLOSING

PRAYER

w

Luke 17:15-16: Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 

God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was 

a Samaritan. 

Psalm 34:3: Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together! 

We should be thankful and glorify God for each blessing He gives to us.

Dear Lord Jesus, thank You that You have the power to heal and the power to save. Thank 

You for dying for our sins, forgiving us, and promising to completely transform each person 

who places their trust in you. We love You and adore You, Amen.
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LESSON TRANSCRIPT

After months of demonstrating His power and authority 

through miracles, casting out demons, forgiving sins, and 

preaching the good news of the kingdom of God, Jesus 

began to make the slow journey back to Jerusalem. One 

day, He stopped in a small village. As Jesus arrived, he 

was met by 10 lepers. “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 

they cried in unison, their voices hoarse with disease. The 

lepers stood just far enough away to keep their infection 

from reaching Him, but close enough that the smell 

of open sores and rotting flesh was almost noticeable. 

Their deformed bodies told the story of suffering, shame, 

and loneliness. They were all miserable and wretched. 

Anyone else would have turned their head and quickly 

walked away, but not Jesus. He stopped to hear them 

and acknowledge their pain; then Jesus said a peculiar 

thing.

Jesus commanded them, “Go and show yourselves to 

the priest.” It was an odd thing to say, because they had 

already presented themselves to the priest, and he had 

declared them unclean outcasts. Unless their condition 

miraculously changed, there was no reason for them 

to return. But they did what Jesus commanded, even 

though it did not make sense. As they began to walk 

away, something miraculous happened! The body of 

each man was transformed from a hopelessly disfigured 

leper, to a picture of perfect health.   

SLIDE 1

SLIDE 2

LESSON TRANSCRIPT
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LESSON TRANSCRIPTLESSON TRANSCRIPT

Arms and legs grew back where they had once been 

missing; scaly skin took on a smooth and youthful 

appearance where it was once filled with sores and 

scars; and where there had been blindness, complete 

vision was now restored. “We are healed!” their voices 

rang in youthful joy at what had just happened to 

them. They continued toward the temple without even 

glancing back to acknowledge their healer—except for 

one. This one leper stopped, looking again at his hands 

and feet and his new complexion. He was amazed by his 

transformation and so overcome with gratitude toward 

the great healer, he began praising God with a loud 

voice! Then he turned to find Jesus still standing in the 

distance and ran to Him and fell at his feet in worship. 

This true-life demonstration was a lot like a parable, 

so Jesus began to teach its meanings with questions: 

“Didn’t I heal 10 lepers? Where are the other nine? Is this 

foreigner the only one who returns to give me praise?” 

You see, the others were glad to be healed, but only one 

returned and embraced Jesus as the one who healed; 

only one worshiped Him as God.

Then with the same compassion, mercy, and love Jesus 

had spoken with when He healed the diseased men, He 

addressed the one grateful man: “Rise and go your way; 

your faith has made you well.” 

SLIDE 4

SLIDE 5
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